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Walter, William, and  

Arthur Lines were the 

three brothers who 

founded Lines Bros.   

In 1905, William and 

Walter (aged just 23) 

became managing 

directors when their 

uncle, George, died.  

All three went to work for 

their father, Joseph Lines, 

in the family firm,  

G&J Lines Ltd. when they 

left school at 14.  

There they learned all 

about making toys.  



Children’s Factsheet 

First Manufacturing Factory 

Walter and Arthur served in 

the First World War. On their  

return, they, along with         

William, decided to leave their 

father’s  company and set up 

their own toy manufacturing 

business. The new company, 

Lines. Bros. was registered on  

1 May 1919.  

The brothers bought the 

Hatcham Works in Ormside 

Street, London, and renamed 

it Triangtois Works. The first 

range of toys was designed 

by Walter.  The company 

grew quickly, with large       

orders from stores such as 

Harrods.  



Tri-ang Toys in Merton 

In 1924, the brothers built a vast 

new factory in Morden Road, 

Merton. Over the next three 

years, it continued to increase   

in size and productivity.  

In 1932, the factory was described 

as having offices, numerous      

canteens, a first-aid station, tennis 

courts, a cricket pitch, and two    

full-size football pitches. 

The Merton Factory produced 

millions of dolls, forts, trains, 

boats, motor cars and scores 

of other toys. 
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Specialised Tri-ang Toys 

Pedigree was a    

subsidiary company 

registered in 1931 

which made dolls 

and soft toys.  

International Model Aircraft Ltd. was 

formed in early 1932. It produced the 

first-ever range of flying scale-model 

aircraft, called FROGs (flies right off 

ground). 

In 1934, Lines acquired          

exclusive rights to manufacture 

K-boats, models of sailing 

boats and cabin cruisers.  
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War Efforts 
During World War Two,   

Lines Bros. stopped making 

toys and converted all their 

production to help the war 

effort. Approximately 7,000 

people were employed to 

make a range of military 

hardware including        

magazines, shell cases, land 

mine cases, and special   

apparatus to help troops 

see in the dark.  Walter Lines re-designed the    

Mk. III Sten Gun, and over a      

million of these machine guns 

were produced at Merton.        

Lines Bros. also produced four   

different types of gliders.  

King George VI came to        

inspect the factory in 1943.  
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Postwar Factory Success 

After the war, Lines Bros. 

immediately returned to 

toy manufacture and 

continued to expand.   

In 1946, the firm started 

an overseas expansion               

programme.  

Lines Bros. has factories in Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, 

and Canada. By now the company headquarters in Merton was 

the largest toy factory in the world.  
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End 

Tri-Ang toys was a very popular toy manufacturing company  

until  its liquidation in 1972. 
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http://www.alangeorge.co.uk/linesbros_TriangToys.htm 

http://www.triang.nl/historynew.htm 

https://www.brightontoymuseum.co.uk/index/Category:Tri-ang 

https://www.vam.ac.uk/moc/toy-manufacturers/lines-bros-ltd/ 
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